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! Tale f ror the Geritol Set 


THE SPY WHO SPOKE POR:.,” 
POISE, By Philip Wylie. - 
Doubleday. 312 pp. $5.95 ~. ' 
By SAM BOYLE,.JR. 

That ‘Philip Wylie docs not, “4 
like young people is obvious.\’ 
His latest work: turns out to ° 
-be neither about nor for any- 
one under 30 and this reviews «! 
er is under that age. : 

The characters of “The Spy .. i 
Who. Spoke Porpoise” are for: 
‘the most’ part former some-".;~ 
things-or-other. 

Ringling Wallenda’ Grove. ser § 
a former OSS agent, circus’, } 
performer, magician and... § 
more: recently a millionaire : 
toy manufacturer who is cal-;" 
Jed back into the espionage. 
‘business by the . President. 
‘His original assignment is to 
‘serve as a secret venlchiiog 
‘over the CIA. 

However, he quickly finds 
himself: saving the United. 
States from: the — nefarious 
Project Neptune.. ote cg | 
Not Even A Gun’ 


Grove - is ‘something more 
then the James Bond of: ‘the 
Geritol set. ‘though, as’ Wili¢: 


~ Honolulu’ but rather a ‘less 
commercialized section of 
Oahu. It is here that the Com- 

. munist world: is perpetrating 
. Project Neptune. Grove's ob- 
. jective is to learn the nature of 
- this plan, which ig ‘no more 


_its success, 

> » Grove’s ally in this effort is 
_ Jerry Gong, former war. nee 

“and policeman, 


His opponent is Solentor, a 


. evil,’ who just happens to. 


_ WI days. : 


on ‘a7 “Grove. capitalizes on. his 

ee for. shee ove 30. *' Knowledge of sea life to set 
Aa ‘yup a kind of warning System 
ology, and does not, permit.-* ‘watchdogs, Thus the title. 
+his hero ‘recourse to'even s0."" 145 all good adventure stuff 
“commona gadget as ‘a gun... 
ae iN ee pay a his. 
wits,. which are bounti ul, and J 
i because hardly’ anyone, can swale me reader: in, ins 
- believe ‘he is-what he: is... ; 
“to The setting is Hawaii not «Marine Biology 

: This is the thirtieth book for. 
: “Wylie, the long-time. ocial! 


“mind moves a little too fast 


: critic, He is deeply interested: 


in science, ‘especially marine’ 
' plology,- a. knowledge which’ 
i he flaunts in "The Spy.”*: : 


r In “Generation of Vipers’. 


che spoke against the younger; 
“generation as .both -the - pro- 
‘duct .of technological. society. 
and. what ‘he immortalized as: 
“erceping “Momistm."" °°. - 

;,, It is perhaps naturat then’ 
‘that the weakest character in 
“his latest book is'.a-’ young: 
‘woman who joins the CIA: be- 
jeause she-thinks it Will. be fun 
vo and then cracks wide open 
under the fitst’pressure,"\" ~ : 
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’ than a rumor, and to prevent 


Russian agent of consummate _ 


, have an .old score’ to. settle. 
. with Grove: from World War. 


The action” is centered: 
i ' malnly 1 in and around a place. 
“PHILIP WYLIE “ae ‘called Sea Life Park where. 


is: appalted: by’ creeping tech. .. with: porpoises, as. aquarian’ 


_ although sometimes Grove’s: 


25X1 


